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from our Executive Director
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A Change at the Helm
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Even before he became SGA's
founding director in 2000,
Don Chen was a leader of the
movement for more thoughtful
building of our communities.
When the “smart growth”
concept first emerged in the
mid-1990s, Don was there to
help articulate the issues and
opportunities for new models of
sustainable development.
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Influential early writings included
"“The Science of Smart Growth,"”
in the December 2000 issue

of Scientific American, and
Once There Were Greenfields,
an authoritative review of the
economic, environmental and
social costs of suburban sprawl,
which he co-authored with F.
Kaid Benfield and Matthew D.
Raimi. Widely recognized as

an authority on urban topics,
he has lectured in North
America, Europe, Australia,

and Asia; has testified before
the U.S. Congress on smart
growth issues; and is a frequent
source for the news media.

We anticipate even better and
brighter contributions from Don
in his new position at the Ford
Foundation.

Shrinking the Nation's Carbon Footprint

through Smart Growth
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Promoting Revitalization and Restoring Prosperity
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“Participants’ name tags read like a who’s who of America’s post-industrial Rust Belt, with
representatives attending from Cleveland, Buffalo, Detroit and Youngstown, Ohio, among

others. [The conference] seemed to unite them.”

Justin Vellucci, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

National Legislative Initiatives
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Former Maryland Governor Glendening gave more than gave a presentation on smart
Parris Glendening, on behalf of 30 presentations throughout growth implementation at a
the Smart Growth Leadership the country, including talks in conference in West Virginia.
Institute, traveled across the Florida, West Virginia, California, Benjamin de la Pefia presented
continent — from the Carolinas Indiana, and Pennsylvania. at a conference in Ontario,

to Canada — giving speeches Canada. SGLI staff will also be
a'r;'d sharmlg his expl)er|e|ncfef§ ywlth appearances throughout the s?iﬁkmg at sgver,\?l se;smtns
citizens, planners, local officials, country in 2007. Tamar Shapiro at the upcoming New Partners

and politicians of every stripe. conference.

SGLI staff also made

Helping Communities Implement Smart Growth
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Taking the Public Pulse on Growth and Transportation
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In 2007, SGA and its allies
once again fought “requlatory
takings" measures advocated
by anti-government activists,
with two notable victories.

In Alaska, voters
overwhelmingly rejected a
“takings" ballot measure in
Matanuska-Susitna Borough,
an area north of Anchorage
that has begun to experience
growth pressure. In Oregon,
an impressive 62 percent of
voters approved Measure

49, a partial fix to the mess
created by the “pay-or-waive"”
Measure 37 three years ago.
Though billed in 2004 as a
way for families to build a few

SMART GROWTH AMERICA | ANNUAL REPORT | 2007

houses on their land, Measure
37 essentially gutted 30 years
of progressive and public-
minded land use regulation

in Oregon, making it possible
for just about anything to be
built anywhere. Measure 49
represents a compromise to
allow smaller developments
of up to 10 houses to be built
in certain scenarios, and
prevents huge subdivisions
and other incompatible uses
in farm and forest areas.

Interestingly, Measure 49
passed by nearly the same
margin that Measure 37
passed with in 2004. Voter
comments, interviews,

and letters over the last
year clearly illustrate that
residents felt that they were
bamboozled by Measure

37, and believed they got
something entirely different
than what they thought they
were voting for.

In the words of Bob Stacey
of 1,000 Friends of Oregon,
"“We have 60-plus percent
of Oregonians speaking out
for the Oregon we love, ten
thousand volunteers who
worked on this campaign,
and five thousand donors
who underwrote the terrific
campaign team that built this
victory.”



A growing number of states and local governments are rejecting a half-century of
transportation practice and demanding that streets accommodate all types of travel, not
Just automobiles. The concept of “complete streets” — with bike lanes, sidewalks and room
for mass transit — has attracted a diverse national alliance of supporters, including

advocates for senior citizens and the disabled.”
John Ritter, USA Today

Progress Toward Complete Streets
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SGA continues to work

hard to get out the word
about better planning and
development. Apart from
coverage of Growing Cooler
and the Realtors®/SGA poll,
SGA representatives were
guoted or cited in more than a
dozen news articles, including
The Washington Post, The
Dallas Morning News, The
Morning Call (Allentown, PA),
The Tennessean (Nashville,
TN), USA Today, The Age
(Melbourne, Australia), News
and Record (Greensboro, NC),
Engineering News Record,

Q KKcb e &Xe[erXgj?\

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review,
Creative Loafing (Atlanta,
GA), The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, Inside Bay Area
(CA), The Hartford Courant
(Connecticut), The San Jose
Mercury News, and others.

In addition, we launched a
new blog. The blog provides

a flexible, frequently updated
forum for breaking news and
new ideas. The format gives
readers easy access to the
latest smart growth headlines
from around the world,
clusters of related stories and
information for easy access

fXc k fe D\dRe\i1d BbedkX

Last year was a banner one
for Montana's growth and
development. The legislature
passed seven different
measures that support smart
growth—and nearly passed
an eighth-while blocking
several other proposals that
threatened sound land use
planning. The Montana Smart
Growth Coalition (MSGC)
worked on many fronts

to gain these legislative
successes.

Perhaps the biggest triumph
was Senate Bill 201, which
enjoyed bipartisan support

in the legislature. SB 201
creates the state’s first smart
growth planning process for
Montana's cities and counties.
MSGC worked closely with
the Montana Association of
Realtors, whose support was
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critical to the bill's passage.
Other new laws for Montana
include:

+ SB 51, a measure aimed
at limiting development
that could be threatened by
wildfire;

+ SB 527, which closes a
loophole that permitted large-
scale developments without
any review of the impact on
infrastructure, neighboring
property owners, or the
environment;

+ Senate Bill 363 and SB

41, which together ensure
that property taken through
eminent domain cannot be
given to a private developer;

+ SB 491, which reorganizes
the state's revolving loan
account for affordable

to multiple related links, a
forum in which to share their
comments and interact with
one another, and the ability
to email stories to colleagues
directly from the blog.

Recent topics on the blog
include the latest smart-
growth news from Capitol

Hill, news on the growing
trend for governors to build
smart growth cabinets at the
state level, and information
on the relationship between
transportation and creation of
a competitive workforce.

housing under the new
Montana Housing Fund, to
better enable the investment
of state funds in affordable
housing projects.

+ HB 425, which strengthens
the planning aspect of the
existing law on subdivision

by requiring would-be
subdividers to meet with local
planning staff and become
acquainted with overall local
goals for land use.

One important bill did not
make it out of the Montana
legislature. SB 345 proposed
creating statewide river and
stream setbacks and a clear
process for local governments
to adopt their own setbacks.
MSGC vows to continue
working on the bill in future
sessions.
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Statement of Activities for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2007
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Many thanks to the foundations, businesses, and individual contributors who supported our work during
the 2006-2007 fiscal year. We are grateful for their generosity and commitment to smart growth.

AARP
Alabama Bicycle Coalition Inc.
American Express

Association of Pedestrian & Bicycle
Professionals

Bicycle Federation of America, Inc.
Bikes Belong

Bohannan Huston

Brian Hagerty

Chiu Wong

Congress for the New Urbanism

Contributors

Conan Smith

Don Chen

Fannie Mae

Federal Capital Partners
International Council of Shopping Centers
James Chapman

Kimbel Butler

Loiderman Soltesz Association, Inc.
Mark Smith

Medstar Health

National Association of Counties

National Association of Realtors®
Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Association
Nina Rodale Houghton

Piedmont Environmental Council

The Michael Companies

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Wallace Consulting

William Borah

Young Men's Democratic Club of Prince
George's County, MD

Foundations and Other Grantmakers

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Funder's Network for Smart Growth and
Livable Communities

Gamaliel Foundation
Homebuilding Community Foundation
Orton Family Foundation

Stephen & Diana Goldberg Foundation
Surdna Foundation

The Fannie Mae Foundation

The Foundation for Maryland's Future
The Lewis Foundation

The National Endowment for the Arts
The Tides Center

The Wallace Global Fund

The Wyss Foundation

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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F. Kaid Benfield

Barbara Davis Blum

Alan Caron

Don Chen

Tim Davis
Hattie Dorsey
Kristina Egan

1,000 Friends of Connecticut
1,000 Friends of Florida

1,000 Friends of lowa

1,000 Friends of Maryland
1,000 Friends of Minnesota
1,000 Friends of New Mexico
1,000 Friends of Oregon

1,000 Friends of Wisconsin
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania
American Farmland Trust
American Land Institute
American Planning Association
American Rivers

Anchorage Citizens Coalition

Atlanta Neighborhood Development

Partnership
The Biodiversity Project
Bluegrass Tomorrow KY
Campaign for Sensible Growth
Center for Community Change

Center For Neighborhood Technology

Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Coalition for Smarter Growth
Congress For The New Urbanism
Conservation Fund, The
Conservation Law Foundation
Cumberland Region Tomorrow
EcoCity Cleveland

Enterprise Community Partners
Enterprise Foundation
Environment Colorado

Don Chen
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Geoffrey Anderson
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David Goldberg
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Kate Rube
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SGA Board Members
=ZKAaXR'")-$'".
Jim Gibson
Parris N. Glendening
Richard Moe
Aaron Ostrom
Dru Schmidt-Perkins
Conan Smith
Scott Wolf

SGA Coalition Members

Environmental And Energy Study
Institute

Environmental Defense

Friends of the Earth

Futurewise

Gamaliel Foundation

Georgia Conservancy

Good Jobs First

Greater Ohio

Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Greenbelt Alliance

Grow Smart Rhode Island
GrowSmart Maine

Gulf Coast Institute

Hawaii's Thousand Friends

Idaho Smart Growth

Institute For Sustainable Communities
Land Trust Alliance

Livable Communities Coalition

Local Government Commission

Local Initiatives Support Corporation
Massachusettes Smart Growth Alliance
Metropolitan Planning Council
Michigan Environmental Council
Michigan Land Use Institute
Michigan Suburbs Alliance

National Center For Bicycling And
Walking

National Low Income Housing Coalition
National Trust for Historic Preservation
National Wildlife Federation

SGA Staff

Steve Davis
fddleXX fef Bk
Stephanie Potts
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Paula Offord
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Jennifer Leonard
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Scot Spencer
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Michael Woo
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Natural Resources Defense Council
New Jersey Future

North Carolina Smart Growth Alliance
Northeast Midwest Institute

Natural Resources Defense Council
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Piedmont Environmental Council
PolicyLink

Project For Public Spaces

Rails To Trails Conservancy
Reconnecting America

Regional Plan Association

Scenic America

Sierra Club

Smart Coast

Smart Growth British Columbia
Smart Growth for Louisiana

Smart Growth Partnership

Smart Growth Vermont

Sonoran Institute

South Carolina Coastal Conservation
League

Southern Environmental Law Center
Surface Transportation Policy Project
Transportation And Land Use Coalition
Trust for Public Land

Upstate Forever

Urban Habitat

US Public Interest Research Group
Vermont Natural Resource Council

West Harlem Environmental Action, Inc.

Parris N. Glendening
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Tamar Shapiro
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Benjamin de la Pefia
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Shelly Hazle
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Please visit us on the web

www.smartgrowthamerica.org
blog.smartgrowthamerica.org
www.sgli.org
www.govinstitute.org
www.vacantproperties.org
www.completestreets.org
www.restoringprosperity.org

www.smartgrowthtoolkit.net
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Better Choices For Our Communities



