
PARTICIPATORY 
PLACEMAKING

     December 8, 2020



  10:05 ET / 9:05 CT        Welcome
5 mins

10:10 ET / 9:10 CT        Introduction with Ben Stone
5 mins

10:15 ET / 9:15 CT        Expert Interview with Jamie Bennett
15 mins

10:30 ET / 9:30 CT        Breakout Discussions #1
15 mins

10:45 ET / 9:50 CT   Case Study with Peter Svarzbein
15 mins

11:00 ET / 10:05 CT  Breakout Discussions #2
15 mins

11:15 ET / 10:25 CT  Debrief & Wrap-Up
15 mins

AG
EN
DA



- Please mute yourself until you are ready to speak

- Turn your camera on during breakout sessions and group discussion
- Be conscious of time - there will be time for questions in the end

- Questions through chat during presentations

- We are recording today’s session (main room, not breakout groups)
- Feel free to take a break

   GROUP AGREEMENT



    INTRODUCTION

   BEN STONE
        Director of Arts & Culture, Smart Growth America 



    SGA’s Arts & Culture team works by:

Funding 
projects to create 

exemplary case studies

Tracking 
artistic projects to 

communicate their benefits

Training 
practitioners & connecting 
peers to expand the field



















    EXPERT INTERVIEW

   JAMIE BENNETT
        Executive Director, ArtPlace America



ArtPlace America is a ten-year fund 

that has invested more than $100 million 

in rural, suburban, Tribal, and urban communities 

to support artists as allies in equitable community 

development.
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Liz Lerman
“An Atlas of Creative Tools”
Arizona State University
Phoenix, AZ



Cook Inlet Housing Authority
Anchorage, AK





What the Arts Can Do

 • Generate creative solutions

• Make streets safer for all users

• Organize transportation advocates

• Engage multiple stakeholders for an inclusive 
process

• Foster local ownership

• Alleviate the disruptive effects of construction

• Heal wounds and divisions

www.ArtPlaceAmerica/transportation

Arts, Culture, and Transportation
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Dance Exchange
Takoma Park, MD



What the Arts Can Address
 
• Collective trauma

• Racism

• Social Exclusion and Isolation

• Mental Health 

• Chronic Disease

www.ArtPlaceAmerica/health

Arts, Culture, and Public Health
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Sugar Hill Museum of Art and Storytelling
Broadway Housing Communities
New York, NY



What the Arts Can Do
 
• Transform liabilities into assets / revitalize high 

crime places

• Redefine policing around community-building

• Support justice-involved community members 

• Foster opportunities for young people in high crime 
neighborhoods 

www.ArtPlaceAmerica/public-safety

Arts, Culture, and Public Safety
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The Five “S” 
Methodology for 
Designing Effective 
Social Interventions

Structure
System
Scale
Symbol
Sensation
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What the Arts Can Do
 
• Bridge newcomers and longer-term populations

• Elevate cultural traditions as assets

• Engage newcomers and other allies in civic 
processes

• Co-create spaces that reflect identity

www.ArtPlaceAmerica/immigration

Arts, Culture, and Immigration
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San Jose Taiko
San Jose, CA



What the Arts Can Do
 
• Spark public demand

• Build community capacity and agency

• Bridge scales 

• Enrich and activate the built environment

• Nurture sustainable economies 

www.ArtPlaceAmerica/energy-environment

Arts, Culture, and Environment
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Blued Trees Symphony
Aviva Rahmani
Peekskill, NY



www.artplaceamerica.
org @artplaceamerica

 



- Who are the placemakers in your community? 

- What groups in your community do you think feel most and least 
empowered to get involved in local placemaking? Why?

    BREAKOUT SESSION I

   COMMUNITY & PLACEMAKING



    CASE STUDY: Art into Reality

   PETER SVARZBEIN
        Councilmember, El Paso City (District 1)
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THANK YOU



- What is your experience with initiatives for empowering and supporting 
the community in placemaking efforts?  

- How did government, NGOs, and the private sector each 
empower/enable/support community members to get involved? 

- Are there limitations you have observed and/or addressed? 

    BREAKOUT SESSION II

   GOVERNANCE
        Collaborating to support the community and lift existing ideas & efforts



   DEBRIEF



   THANK YOU!

- Happy Hour: Weather Edition - Dec. 15th, 4:00 pm EST / 3:00 
pm CST

- Virtual Community Engagement - Jan. 5th, 10:00 am EST / 9:00 
am CST

- Recording of this and future sessions can be found in Resources 
page of Learning Journeys website  

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/learning-journeys/ 


